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TheUpSideDownSound
LAST week's observation that the musical score printd on a

University of Nebraska at Omaha College of Fine Arts brochure'
was upsidedown produced a tongue.in-cheek phone call from Jlm
Saker, who is the university's new band director and a man who
will be much involved in the upcomin g sum mer workshops.

He tried to blame thewhdle thing on the printer, but I already
know from my brief sojourn as a newspaper-type that printers
nevur mak misteaks. But, enough of that.

To the intriguing part: Jimrs answer to an inquiry about what
drat upsidedown scere would sound like if someone tried to play
ir.

About that particular passage he couldn't Euess, but playing
scores up-sidedown and even backwards is apparently common-
place in some 2fth century music. The former is called "inver-
sion ; " the latter, "retrograde.'.'

Jim explained to rge (understand, my musical knowledge
dates only fmm "Malrry Doats") that Arthur Schonberg, one of
the best known of contemporary musicians, was given to "serial"
ompcitional devices. One is: a score whose latter parts arc
simply the earlier parts writteir up-sidedown.

Saker went 0n to tell me of a work by A.merican composer
Charles lves in which the second part is nothing more than the f irst
half played backwards.

And then there's "Ludus Tonalisl' (thar may sound just like
you'd think itwould) by Paul Htndemith.

Its pctlude, according to Jim, is the prelude played back-
wards . . . which gms a long way toward explaining why there will
always be a market for tunes like "You're the Hangnail of My Life
and I Can't Bite You Off."

ASuperShow
TIIE very vision of "Morning Mouth," Dave Wingert, belly-

dancing on the sage of the.Orpheum could be enough to keep a
bodyawayfmmtonight's "CELEBRATING US: A Super Show,"
butdon't let it.

There'll be another 199 actors, singers, dancers and what all,
each working to ralse a few bob to send an Omaha Community
Playkuse cast to Bulgaria this summer to perform "The Robber
Bridegrmm."

Finally...
SOME satisfying news to pass. along - about a menlally.re-

tarded adult who refuses to roll over and die because his speech is
halting and his thought processes a little more deliberate than
wrrsormine.

Hi6 name is Ray laomls, the l9?9 winner of the Jefferson' 
Award, presentd by KETV and the American Insitute for Public
Service,

children to grandfarents, havq
been evaluated at Creighton
Uniwrsity for seven Years tq
help universitY researchers
find ways to predict who maY
geta$hma.

The people, relatives fmm a
number of families in which
asthma has'occurred, will be,
seeing Dr. Robert Townley,
chief of the allergy section in
C.U.'s Medical School, and his

-

YourHealth
staff for years longer, because
finding answers takes time.

To datq four markers have
surfaced that may point to early
i den t i f  i ca t i on  o f  po ten t i a l
asthma patienF, said TownleY,
who also heads the allergic{is-
easecenteratC.U. It isoneof l5
in the United States.

It has been' generallY ac'
cepted for some time that
asthrna tends to occur more f re-
qu€ntly in sorne families than in
others. I' 

I Mlllion Su(ferers
Not e1rerv -member of an

"asthma tahity" will dweloP
this obstructive airway disease,
which can occur in mild and
severe forms. It is estimatgd
that about 9 million Amerlcans
suffer from asthma.

For preventive reasons, it
could be helpful to Pt€dict
which persons are a[ risk,
Tolnlevsaid.

"Since 1962. we have tested I,-
5(n asthmatics. All of them have
shown bmnchial sensitivity to
acetylcholine," he. said. Ace-
lylcholine is a Eubstance that
olavs an imDortant role in the
ttremical trahsmission of nerve
imoulses.

The researchers are finding'
tiat some members of asthma
families who show no signs of
the disease also have sensative
airways, althougi to lesser de-
sr€es than asthma patients.- 

During the study of the sensi-
tive but not . symptomatic
p e o p l e ,  s o m e  d e v e l o P e d
asthma. More may in the Years
alrcad, Tovnleysaid.

Qrcstloo
One question to be answered

is why one person with bronchi-
al sensitivity becomes an asth-
nratic and another does not.

Bronchial s€dsitivity also is
being investtgated at other in-
stitutions and may be one of the
mct pmmising and Predictive
markers, Townley said.

SensitiVity testing is done bY
havrng a oerson inhale metha-
cholinl. a chemical relative of
acetylcholine.

Twu other potential markers
coming out d the C.U. studies
are linked to blmd tevels of two
differert zubstances, One is an
elevated kvel of IGE, a type of

IowaSetsStryvey
Of Crmin Probes

action of the enzymetryPsift.
TheC.tI researchers most re'

cently reported that asthmatic
people have a shortage of a tYPe
of cell rectptors. The recePtors,
receiving stations on the sur'
faces of cenain cells. are Part of
the mechanism by which the
body uses its own suPPlY of
adrenalin, which can helP keeP
airwaysopen.

CuIdBe HelPtul
Townley satd trying to test all

families with an asthma history
is not warranted or practical
basedonwhat is kno$rn now. '

If a person from an asthma
family has begun to show one or
tno signs which suggest Possi-'ble 

asthma. however, testtng
could be heloful, he said.

One reasdn to find peoPle at
risk is tohelp them avoid things
which mighttrigger the onset of
thedisease.

"For the person at risk, fm
o<ample, it certainly would be
imoortant to not start to
snrcke," Tornleysaid.

Some, but not all, asthma is
related to allergr. In certain
cases, the advice to Persons at
risk might be to avoid sub''

Knori
for asth
plans. It
to awid
high exp
calsoro
tentially
disease.
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He-s already receivedlis bronze medallion - about a month
ago - but now he's been notified that he is one of 16 finalists for

for his own benefit as for'others') Project II, a kind of sr
grorp for the mentally retarded and otherwise handicapped.

If you can spare tie extrmoments it tske3 to listm as he
struggl€s with his words, this mrn - this man who, no matter the
outcomeon June28, alreadyhas his reward - will say to you:

"tt you think lou are handicapped, you might as well stay in-
dmrs.

" I lyouth inkyouarea person,  comeout  and te l I  thewor ld."
Iask you:  who is handrrrpper l ' r
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Des Moines (UPt) - lowa Ag-
rtculture S(.cretary Roh+'rt

five national honors. If he's one of those eventual winners, he'll go
off to Washington and on June 26, in the Supreme Court of the
United States, he will be rewarded with a gold and silver medal

Eenfe Shaptm, who helped to screen [he lt 0 local nomlnatlonl
sap Ray stmd so far above the field there could be, plainly, oni
one winner in the Midlands this year. He is, Bettie says, intell
gent, perceptivei with arruncannyiange of leadership abilities.

Considlr this: He spent t5 years in the Beatrice State De'

and $1,il0 in grize mtxtey.'
Eettte Shaplrq who helped to screen [he 180 local

opmental Centerand on his release organized (perhaps as

-drawing theconsideration of national groups and learned
viduals who shar€ their concerns.

From this bndful of lrtghtened people, not sure of their abil-
ity to deal with the rrlorld around thim, has ctme a stalewide or-
ganization with hundreds ol members - People First o{ Nebnska

At its helm: a middleaged man who scrubs the dried fck
from a morntain of dishes every day in the steamy recesses of

I  ves wE Do DYE cARPETII
I to use immediatelY' We w:
I  whr le shampooing at  s l ight
I  nruO VIVID you wi l l  be asto(


